Period of Trial and Hope
United States did not expect Nasser to join the Western camp
when she decided to restore the aid that had been stopped during
the Suez crisis. The decision was made because the United States
could not refuse indefinitely to have normal relations with the
man who not only headed the one stable Arab regime in the
Middle East, but also dominated the Arab scene. The State De-
partment realized that U.S. aid would inevitably strengthen Nas-
ser; but the assumption was that he was United States' best gua-
rantee against the extension of Soviet influence in the area. More-
over, he was considered most likely of all the Arab leaders to
handle the Israeli problem with restraint. Also, since the roots
of United States' policy lay in her determination to deny the Mid-
dle East to the communists,25 it was felt necessary to foster strong
and independent governments in the area to check Soviet encroach-
ment. At the same time it was realized that to have bolstered other
Middle Eastern governments while ignoring that of the UAR
would have been self defeating, for nothing was likely to force
Nasser to move quickly into external adventure than frustration
at home. Hence the United States' decision to grant Nasser the
necessary assistance to enable frjm to tackle his country's over-
whelming social and economic problems.25 This revised poficy
25 it should be noted, however, that communism has never been the
main issue hi the eyes of the Arab people. To them, the curbing of Com-
munist advances in the Middle East have appeared far less important than
the straggle to free their lands from the influence of the West, principally
the United States, and its so called "Zionist appendage", the state of Israel.
The resentment on the part of the Arab states for U.S. partiality towards
Israel has, to a large extent, been responsible for nullifying the friendly
feelings that might otherwise have been inspired by the extensive food-
for-peace, technical assistance and development aid programmes in Arab
countries.
2« Between 1958 and 1964, the United States provided Egypt with over
$1 billion worth of aid, mostly in cheap long term loans under P. L. 480
arrangement for the sale of surplus American foodstuffs. Peter Mans-
field, Nasser's Egypt, Baltimore, 1965, p. 87.
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